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Dear Sir/Madam,

I fully support the introduction of the voluntary HPS to provide health insurance standardized 
and regulated by the Government.-

Regarding the coverage of the high risk group, I agree that the HPS plans should provide a 
progressive reimbursement mechanism to citizens with pre-existing medical condition, with a 
cap of 300% on the premium rate. However, I am really doubtful on the effectiveness of 
accepting those aged 65 or above but with no cap on the premium rate during the first year of 
the scheme. By doing so, it is effectively giving a false hope to our senior citizens because 
the insurance company would charge them some unreasonable high premium. It would also 
give an excuse to the insurance company to charge the ordinary citizens a higher amount so 
as to mitigate this additional risk. My view is, we should either make a cap on the premium 
rate for those aged 65 or above, or Not to accept their application at all.-

Besides, I have some concerns on the continue rise of the private healthcare cost. If we do not 
act fast to prevent that, the insurance covered by the HPS would not be enough to cover the 
private medical cost eventually (Even if we force those hospitals to implement a standard 
price, the standard price would keep on rising if it does not make economic sense for the 
hospital). I believe two factors attribute to the rise significantly. The first one is the land cost. 
I think our government did a great job by allocating 4 land sites which are planned for setting 
up new private hospital. We should take this chance and implement adequate control to those 
private hospitals that won the bid. In return of the nominal land price offered, the private 
hospitals should offer services with reasonable price. The second one is the sharp rising 
salary of medical staffs. The media has widely reported that the private healthcare sector is 
offering much higher salary to medical staffs, especially to doctors who are specialised in 
various areas, in order to lure them from the public hospitals. The limited supply of the 
medical staff is the cause of this problem. I hope our government would grant ample resource 
to the medical departments of the universities in HK such that the number of graduates as 
doctor and nurses would be increased. Another way is to attract the profession from other 
areas in the region (e.g. Invite doctors or nurses from China to practice in HK?) to come to 
HK.

Regards,
Tai Ming Hin Gary


